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This week’s political events in Texas-Democratic legislators boycotting the state House of Representatives to block reactionary 
political tensions within the United States. 

Democrats bovcotted the state house to prevent passage of a redistricting bill which would gerrymander the slate s congressional 
del^^ion ^Washington, shifting as many as seven seats from Democratic to Republican control. This could be decisivem —.rung 
coSfof the US House of Representatives by the Republicans in the 2004 election. They presently hold a narrow majority of 222 to 2(b. 

House Maioritv Leader Tom DeLav, who represents a wealthy Houston suburban district, played the key role in drawing up the new 
tandaSnd Sng to pS. for .hem wrlh legislation ,ha, would overturn district lines set only las, year by a nonpar.,son panel of 
federal judges. DeLay made no bones about his motive: “I’m the majority leader, lie said, "and I want more seals. 

Unable to defeat the redistricting bill in a straight up-or-down vote, the Democrats blocked action under a stale legislative rule which 
requires^ a qu^ram^oftwo-thirds^of the lower house (100 members out of 150) to be present for passage of leg, aho.v On Monday. May 
12 57 Democrats absented themselves from the legislative chamber, leaving only 93 representatives available to N ote. 

Republican House Speaker Tom Craddick invoked another legislative rule allowing the sergeant-at-arms to seek the assistance of the state 
police to bring absent legislators back to the chamber. Governor Rick Perry, a Republican who served as lieutenant governor under 
George W. Bush, dispatched Department of Public Safety officers to the homes of the legislatois. to airest t lcm an pio uce a quoru 

force. 

Having anticipated this order, however, the bulk of the Democratic legislators had left Austin on the night of May 11 and made their way 
across the state’s borders with New Mexico and Oklahoma, assembling at a Holiday Inn in Ardmore. Oklahoma, about >0 miles north 
the Texas state line. There they remain, planning to wait out a Thursday deadline for House action on the redistricting b 

Despite the efforts of the national media to portray these events as a comic opera, the Texas crisis has the Potential for serious and even 
violent consequences, including direct clashes between the armed police of the states involved, fought out along party lines. 

Four Texas DPS agents arrived at the Holiday Inn in Ardmore to attempt to "convince” some Democratic legislators to return with them 
fo Te^ mVpbne Mndr was standing by. Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry, a Democrat, ordered Ins state s police no. ,o cooperate with 
the Texas officers, effectively placing the fugitive legislators under lus protection. State officials in New Mexico, under Democrat 
Governor Bill Richardson, also declared that they would not assist the Texas state police in arresting the boycotting legislators. 

Significantly none of the 53 Democrats who left the state went to Louisiana, which is much closer to legislative districts m Houston 
Beaumont and other east Texas cities. They obviously believed that Louisiana’s Republican gov ernor. Mike Foster, would have returned 
them, forcibly if need be, to the jurisdiction of Texas. 


Threats and intimidation 


The conduct of the DPS officers belies the complacent suggestions that the crisis was a quaint Texas ritual of no national significance. 
Police visited the homes and offices of many of the Democratic legislators, tailing family members and interrogating staff aides, 
threatening some of them with prosecution if they did not cooperate. 

The DPS set up a “war room” in the Capitol to organize its campaign to find and bring back the legislators. It continued visiting homes 
and conducting surveillance—allegedly for the purpose of obtaining information to locate the legislators—even after the 5-3 Democrats 
appeared on television to announce their arrival in Oklahoma. 

















her pregnancy and delivery. 

S^isSSrSSSsSS® 

quorum call does not violate any Texas state law. 

“taken flight.” 

troopers because these members are violating the Texas Constitution, he told the press. 

Social crisis and budget cuts 

after they took control of the Texas legislature for the first time in over a century. 

=SHSSS“==HS=: 

handicapped people arrested when they protested at the state capital against lus proposed cuts. 

The Republican legists introduced bills to require a moment of silence in public schools, a measure“““S'miheTam 
called a “school prayer bill ” to impose a 24-hour waiting period for women seeking abortions, to give far-right nominees to the s 
Board of Education the power to censor or reject new school textbooks, and to impose penalties oi tco ogica erronsn . 
cover virtually any type of environmental protest. 

heart.” 

The national implications 

The nolitical crisis in Texas is a warning to the American people on the decay and disintegration of democratic processes in the United 
States. In Bush’s home state, the methods employed against Arab and Muslim immigrants in the aftermath of September arc n w 
being utilized against officeholders of one of the two big business parties. 

they respond to a movement of genuine opposition from below, from the working c ass. 

The Bush administration only holds power thanks to the theft of the 2000 elections, the outcome of the long-running right-wing campaign 
J^llSSdLbiJtion of the Clinton administration. A government that lacks any democratic Icgin.uacy. hcadedby a 
president who lost the popular vote and was installed in office by the Supreme Court, is now seeking to remove any check po 

In Washington, just as the Texas crisis unfolded, leading congressional Republicans announced plans to overturn a filibuster by Senate 
Democrals^aeainst two ultra-right nominees for positions on the federal appeals court. The Senate has approved 28 on of 1( Bus 
judicial nominees, virtually all of them far-right ideologues committed to attacks on democratic rights and the elimination o a 
governmental and judicial'restraint on big business. But the White House cannot tolerate even such token opposition 

The attempt to rig the Texas redistricting has the most ominous implications for the 2004 elections as a whole, above all the presidcnl.al 
campaign. This vote will be conducted under unprecedented conditions. The 



public support for Bush 


as a wartime president, casting all opposition as quasi-treasonous support for -terrorism 
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The Republican redistricting drive in Texas is a flagrant power grab, since the current district lines were established only a year ago. by a 
nonpartisan panel of federal judges, based on the 2000 Census figures. Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott, a Republican, said 
district boundaries could remain in force, as is customary, until the next census m 2010. 

The new redistricting bill is a blatant attempt to suppress political opposition and deprive millions of stat^^ 

franchise It takes a political technique employed by Republican-controlled legislatures elsewhere in the South—dubbed cracking and 

packing”—and appfies it in Texas, where Republicans won control of the state legislature last year, for the first time in 130 years. 

Using detailed computerized maps tracking patterns of voting and minority residence Republican 

congressional district boundaries and then “pack” likely Democratic voters into a relative handful of districts, leaving the bulk 
districts with smaller but safe Republican majorities. 

In the case of Texas this means taking a state with 17 Democratic and 15 Republican congressmen, and creating 10 districts that arc 
overwheUningly Democratic (all are majority black or Hispanic) and 22 districts that are solidly Republican (and largely delude minor,,, 

voters). 

On top of the racial gerrymandering-supported by a handful of black and Hispanic Democratic pol iticians who have new seats carved 
out for themselves—The new district lines amount to a political purge of Democratic Party officeholders. Eight congressmen would find 
themselves living outside their own congressional district, forced either to move or to run against another incumbent, seven or these arc 
Democrats, only one a Republican. 

The new district lines include some of the extremely convoluted shape that gave rise to the term •■gerrymander ' (after Massachusetts 
Governor Elbridge Gerry, who in 1812 created a district so contorted that it resembled a salamander). One district reaches from Austin all 
the way east to the suburbs of Houston. Another stretches south from Austin 300 miles to the Mexican border. 

The new redistricting plan was pushed through a House committee in an extraordinarily undemocratic fashion Although cveiy' part ofthe 
state is affected by the redrawing of district boundaries, the Republican majority refused to hold hearings outside of Austin, the stale 

capital. 

Redistricting committee chairman Joe Crabb rejected an appeal to hold a hearing in south Texas, which is predominantly Hispam.c 
declaring “The rest of us would have a very difficult time if we were out in an area-other than Austin or other English-speaking areas 
to be able to have committee hearings or to be able to converse with people that did not speak English Only two of the committee 
members spoke Spanish, he said, although nearly a third ofthe state's population is Spanish-speaking. 

Even the hearing that was held in Austin was a sham. Crabb opened it on Thursday, continued until 2 a m., then resumed at 6 a.m and 
wrapped up the proceedings that afternoon. But on Sunday, the Republican leadership unveiled a new version of the restricting with 
significant changes in the boundaries, and presented that for vote in the house without any public discussion at all. 

Despite these maneuvers, hundreds of Austin residents turned out to denounce the redistricting plan, which breaks up the longstanding 
Austin-based district of liberal Democrat Lloyd Doggett. and divides the city and surrounding Travis County among four di crci 
congressional districts. The crowd booed references to President George Bush. 

State Republican officials did not conceal their desire to punish Austin, site or the University or Texas and home to antiwar protests and 
other manifestations of political opposition to the Bush administration and the right-wing Texas state government. One Republican lcade. 
declared, “Who gives a f— for the Peoples Republic of Travis County. 
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Indonesian President Megawati Sukarnoputri signed a little-publicised deal late last month to purchase four Russia fighter jets and two 
helicopters as part of a much larger potential order. Still subject to a US ban on military purchases, Jakarta’s decision to buy elsewhere 
marks a small, but significant shift from its current dependence on US military hardware. 

The agreement signed on April 26 is to buy two Sukhoi Su-27 interceptor aircraft as well two Su-30 fighter-bombers plus spare parts. 
Indonesia has an option to purchase an additional 44 aircraft that would allow it to build four squadrons of 12 planes each. The deal is 
worth between $100 and $120 million, with $15 million being paid in counter trade of rubber, tea, coffee and palm oil. 

During her trip to Russia, Megawati also signed a friendship treaty with President Vladimir Putin. Speaking in Moscow, she declared that 
the “situation in Indonesia, including the state of the economy, has improved recently. This gives grounds for developing our relations in 
different areas”. The visit was part of a three-nation tour that included Rumania and Poland. 

The purchase will appreciably bolster the Indonesian air force, which has been badly affected by the US ban on equipment sales. Its 
existing warplanes are all US-built. Due to a lack of spare parts, only 17 of the 46 are considered airworthy and the rest have been 
grounded. The Su-27, with a range of 3,000 miles, is reputed to be one of the most sophisticated fighter aircraft in the world. 

Indonesia previously bought Kalashnikov rifles and other military hardware from Russia but nothing of this magnitude. Jakarta had been 
negotiating with Russia to buy new fighter aircraft in 1997. but negotiations fell through after the outbreak of the Asian economic crisis 
and the overthrow of the Suharto regime in 1998. 

The US Congressional bans were first put in place in 1991 after the infamous Santa Cruz massacre of pro-independence supporters in 
East Timor. They were further tightened in 1999, following the involvement of the Indonesian armed forces (TNI) in the rampages by 
pro-Jakarta militia in East Timor. After Bush came to office in 2001. the White House began pushing Congress for a resumption of US- 
Indonesian military ties. 

The timing of Megawati’s visit is significant. It came following widespread opposition in Indonesia to the US-lcd invasion of Iraq that 
compelled Jakarta to criticise Washington. Not normally inclined to make public statements at all, the Indonesian president described the 
war as an “act of aggression” in “contravention of international law”. 

Megawati made the criticisms, in part, to keep antiwar protests confined to official channels. The extent of the opposition was revealed 
when the mainstream Muslim parties and other organisations held a rally of betw een 250.000 and one million in Jakarta on March 30. 

But the remarks also reflect a broader unease in Jakarta at its military and political dependence on Washington as the US pursues an 
increasingly aggressive policy, particularly in the Middle East. 

Small steps have been taken towards the resumption of US-Indoncsian military tics. Last August US Secretary of State Colin Powell 
announced a three-year anti-terrorist program for the Indonesia army and police force worth $50 million. In January, the US Senate 
passed a $400,000 package for officer training under the International Military Education and Training (IMET) program—the first such 
funding since 1991. 

But the IMET program has been delayed pending investigations into possible TNI involvement in the murder of three people, including 
tw'o Americans, in Papua last August. Indonesia is still not able to buy spare parts. Expressing the frustrations of the Indonesian military . 
Juwono Sudarsono, former defence minister, told the Jakarta Post on April 17: “It w ill be easier to procure arms from Russia, than to woo 
the US Congress to allow us to repair our F-16 planes.” 

Broader concerns have also been raised in the Indonesia press about the US war on Iraq and its unilateral doctrine of preemptive strikes 
Analyst Nurcholish Madjid told the Jakarta Post : “A counterbalance is required, not because we consider the Americans an evil power, 
but because it is important for the world to have a check-and-balance”. 












While by no means a break with Washington. Megawati’s trip to Moscow was certainly intended to seek out other possible alliances. 
While there has been virtually no coverage in the US media, the Bush administration will certainly have noted the visit. The White House 
will possibly use the purchase of four Russian warplanes to press Congress for an end to the existing bans on the Indonesian military 
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